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“Prima la musica, poi le parole” 

THE HERMAN GEIGER-TOREL LECTURE 
by SIR THOMAS ALLEN 


Herman Berthold Gustav Geiger-Torel was born in Frankfort-am-Main on July 17, 1907. 

At the age of 23 he found himself in charge of the stagings at the Salzburg Festival. He joined 
the opera company inTroppau Czechoslovakia where Torel befriended Nicholas Goldschmidt, 
the associate conductor and chorus master. Because Torel was a Jew, future work in Germany was 
cancelled and he spent the war years in South America. It was after his first visit to Toronto in 1948 
that Torel realized the possibility of building a major national opera company in Canada. Nicholas 
Goldschmidt became the first music director and Herman Geiger-Torel the first stage director. 
Together they organized the conception of what we know as the Canadian Opera Company. 
Because of his vision and his vast knowledge of all aspects of the opera business, Torel led the 
company for over 25 years through thick and thin, never compromising his artistic vision. 

- John Leberg 

In the fall of 2007, the Friends of Herman Geiger-Torel and the University of Toronto presented 
a concert to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Mr. Geiger-Torel and raise funds to 
establish the Geiger-Torel Lectures at the Faculty of Music. To contribute to this fund and support 
this ongoing series of lectures please contact Bruce Blandford, Director of Advancement at 
416-946-3145 or bruce.blandford@utoronto.ca. 


### 

Upcoming Event 

Riki Turofsky Master Class in Voice featuring Tracy Dahl 

Friday, February 7th, 2014 

2:00 - 4:30 p.m. Geiger-Torel Room 



Sir Thomas Allen 


Sir Thomas Allen is an established star of the great opera houses of the world. At the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, where in 2006 he celebrated the thirty-fifth anniversary of his debut with the 
company, he has sung over forty roles. In 2006, he also celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of his 
debut at the Metropolitan Opera, New York. 

He has been particularly acclaimed for his Billy Budd, Pelleas, Eugene Onegin, Ulisse and 
Beckmesser, as well as the great Mozart roles of Count Almaviva, Don Alfonso, Papageno, Guglielmo 
and, of course, Don Giovanni. His recent engagements have included the title role in Gianni Schicchi 
for Los Angeles Opera and at the Spoleto Festival; the title role in Sweeney Todd , Beckmesser (Die 
Meistersinger von Nurnberg), Prosdocimo (II Turco in Italia), Music Master (Ariadne auf Naxos), Peter 
(Hansel und Gretel) and Don Alfonso at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Eisenstein (Die 
Fledermaus), Don Alfonso, Ulisse and Don Giovanni at the Bayerische Staatsoper; Eisenstein at the 
Glyndebourne Festival; Don Alfonso at the Lyric Opera of Chicago and at the Salzburg Easter and 
Summer Festivals; Forester (The Cunning Little Vixen) at the San Francisco Opera and Beckmesser, Don 
Alfonso and Music Master at the Metropolitan Opera, New York. 

His engagements in the 2009/10 season and beyond include Gianni Schicchi, Don Alfonso, 
Prosdocimo and Faninal (Der Rosenkavalier) at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Don Alfonso 
for Dallas Opera and at the Bayerische Staatsoper; Beckmesser for Cincinnatti Opera and Faninal at the 
Metropolitan Opera, New York. 

Equally renowned on the concert platform, he appears in recital in the United Kingdom, 
throughout Europe, in Australia and America, and has appeared with the world’s great orchestras and 
conductors. The greatest part of his repertoire has been extensively recorded with such distinguished 
names as Solti, Levine, Marriner, Haitink, Rattle, Sawallisch and Muti. 

He made a triumphant directing debut in 2003 with Albert Herring at the Royal College of 
Music and he has recently directed tremendously successful productions of Don Giovanni and Cost fan 
tutte for Samling Opera at The Sage, Gateshead. He made an equally acclaimed U.S. directing debut 
with Le nozze di Figaro for Arizona Opera in 2006 and, in 2007, he directed II barbiere di Siviglia for 
Scottish Opera. 

His many honours include the title of Bayerischer Kammersanger awarded by the Bayerische 
Staatsoper, Honorary Membership of the Royal Academy of Music, Prince Consort Professor of the 
Royal College of Music, the Hambro Visiting Professorship of Opera Studies at Oxford University, 
Fellowship of the Royal College of Music, Fellowship of the University of Sunderland, M. A. from 
Newcastle University and a Doctorate of Music from Durham University and the University of 
Birmingham. In the New Year’s Honours of 1989 he was created a Commander of the British Empire 
and in the 1999 Queen’s Birthday Honours he was made a Knight Bachelor. 

Thomas Allen’s first book, Foreign Parts - A Singer's Journal was published in 1993. His film credits 
include Mrs Henderson Presents and The Real Don Giovanni. 


